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The numerous fanllles of the nanes, LfLLI, LILLEI, LILLfS are de-
scended. from a very anclent and lllustrlous llne of French, En6llsh
and Scotch peopl-es. The wrlter (J.w. Llllyr 44 t.J. 128 Street, N.Y.C.) =
has been unable to locate the country or place from whence our ancestor,
George L1).1y cane. Therpare strong clrcumstances polntlng to one of
two pl-aces; one ln County itertfordshlre, England., and the other County
irerwlck, Scotland; perhaps ln the vlclnlty of Polworth, where atre recorded
blrths of some of the name ln the Parlsh Reglstars. :

Ore LILLY tradltlon ls; "fhat a renote anceitor dled ln France, durlng t.
the ltuguenot persecutton, prevlous to 16O-0; leavlng three sons who ln- l

herlted a handsone property. That one settled. ln lreland., one ln
England, and the other tn Scotland, and that two sons of the latter cano
to Anerlca,' one of whom was our ancestor, George LILLY; who flrst appears
ln Read.lng, liass. ln 1658.'l (nelated by the late John Booth LILLIE of Lodl, -

Callfornla. lils father was Turner Lllly wtro dled 1n Vernont, about 1800,

The Engllsh nane of LILLY, LILY, LILLEI, LILLIE carrlee gard,eniilltes.tn
the shlelcl ln reference to the name. (Fron I'Genealogy and Surnaues,tt by
Wllltarn Andersoni Edlnbu::gh, 186il Attentlon ls called. to a full page
artlcle on the 'fFleur de Llsl'' (page 7| Ladles Home Journal, i4ar. 1896.
We flnd ln the I'Dlctlonary of Names of theUnlted Klngdomttby lirark A.
l,ower, 1860rrrthe followlng: "L111, see Lllle, (1) the f'rench town Ltl1e,(2) same as Llsle; t111y, 1111ey or I1111e, same ae Lllle, Llsler o!'Lllley. Lllly ls a parlsh ln County Hertfordshlre, England.rl
A John Lll-lle ls flrst mentloned ln hlstory, as belng at Wethersfteld..
Conn. ln 15r+0. l,lethersfleld was flrst settled ln 16J4, by persons fron
Dorchester, iiewton and Watertown, I,lass. Johnf s nane eppears about I5{+0,
along wlth those of Thonas Standlsh, Wllllan Sryaln and. Natha,nlel Foster
and others. John L1111e and wlfe had. born to then, at Wethersfle1d, Buth
born 164? and Hannah -born L65gi so lt would. appeer that John reslded '

there from 1540 to 1650 at least. olrlng to Chuich dlssentlons, severalof the settlers rernoved to other places. Some of then golng baok to
Watertown, Mass., fron whence they came. It ls posslble Jo[n ls one of :,
those who returned to Llatertotrn, l'lass.
George LILLIE, who was one of the flrst settlers who llved. ln Eeadlng,
I'iass. 1n L658, marrled tn L659 to Hannah sl'lITH, the daughter of Franils
Sl'iI?H, who 1t ls sald came there fron Watertown. Sannah Snlthtp slster,
aSwa1n'and,astheFostersandStand'1shesand'L1111eswere1ater
connected by marrlages, lt ls very easy to belleve that thls John, raa

''George's father.
SenJantn LILLIE says orlr flrst Anerlcan anscestor carne over on the l4ayflower
3e thls as lt nay, lt 1s a'natter of hlstory that the vessel nad.e several 'i.

voyages after ltts flrst trlp to Amerlca. (Thls story ls handed down thn.
Roswell LILLIE who was born at Bethel, Veruont ln 1?83. ) :

There ls also extant, rfThe L1111e Bear Storyi" as told to BenJanln Llllle
desceased of New fberta, La. born 1821, by hls father Roswell Lllly.rrhllnter was conlng on and John L1111e and an lrlshnan went lnto the uood,s
to cut logs for a cabln. They brought thelr dlrurer patl along and sat lt
down at the foot of a tree. Durlng the forenoon a bear came along and was
abouL to eat up thelr dlnner, Llllle went for hln wlth hls ax; but the
bear chased hln around the btg henlock tree, but L1111e out ran hln and
struck the bear on the back trfith the ed.ge of hls ax, and broke the beastfs
back. iie f;hen had tire brute so he could hand.le hlm, but he kept on chopplng
hlm wlbh the edge of the ax. The irlshnan who was behlnd. a tree, stuck
out hls head and says to Lll]le, to turn the head. of the ax, for thepelt tu1ll make a good warm coverlng for the snowy weather and the cold.ftthls sane story 1s related by lvlrs. Sophla LILLY Bannlster, born 1?98,at the age of B0 years as she renembered lt, but lt varles ln thli-rispect,
as she says lt was George Lt1l1e and one George Boutwetl who hed the
experlence, otherrvlse the tale ls the same.
A Henry LILLIE was a'rFreeman" at I'lewport; il.I. ln 1568. As a trFreenanrl
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was flrst requlred to be a church nernber, we well suppose htn to be
born 161,4 or earller. Tn L676, he was l,'iarshall. In L6?2, Keeper
of the'Prlson and ln the sane year one of the several founders- of
East Greenwlch, Il.i. 5000 acres betng granted. them. It rnay be that
he was a brother of George, as d.ates come O.K. approxlmately. A John
L1111e and wlfe Dorothy has a son, Israel, borrr at Concord,, Mass. ln
1660. i{e too nay have been a brother to George. .In sone Ll1ly notes, Alanson Lllly bonr Dec, 72, I81? ln Allegan, Hlch,
saysi "So far as ny knowledge extend.s, the Llllyst have all uake a good
llvlng by worklng for lt. f have seen the /th generatlon fron Jonatlran(4)
who wlth Jessle, Austln, Alblnus and Eethuel removed. ln 1832 frorn Ashfleld.,
I{ass. to Dover, Ohlo. The Llllys accunulated somethlng for a ralny day,
none glven to speculatlon. Iiave always pald thelr d.ebts and. never knew
one to be sued., or was consldered to be unJust. Iiave not the least ldea
that any of the name wlll be Presld.ent.of the U.S.A. They wllt tn uy
oplnlon pass as good cltlzens and all are church gotng peopl-e, rr

George C. WlLLlans, Atty. W. Woodstock, Conn. says, rrUntll recently the
Lllly fanlly have been represented ln thls town fron ltrs settlement.
they were unlformly of very respectable characters generally srnall land
holders, and 1n the early part of the century attendants of the Bapttst
Church at Wesb Woodstock, Conn. 'r
The L1Ily fanllles have representatlves ln Ontarlo, N.Y., Vermont, Ivlase.,
Conn., Ohlo and La. and. elsewhere and also 1n the F.evolutlonary War,
the .vrlar of 1812 and the Clvl1 War.
John LILLY came to Wethersfleld., Conn. about 1540. Perhaps from l,latertown,
I'iass. He renalned there untll 1650r as he had two daughters by hls rlfe
Buth, born there. Ruth ln 16117 and l{,annah tn 1650, but no trace ls found.
after the latter d.ate. There also came to Wethersfleld, at the calae
perlod, Thonas Standlsh, Wllllan Swaln and Nathanlel Foster all connected.
by marrlages to the LILLIES.
Wll11an Swaln rnarrled i.iary Srnlth, slster of }l,annah Snlth of Watertovrn,
(now Walthan, llass.) Hrannah Snlth was naqrled fn 1659 to George LILLY,
who 1f flrst found ln Readlng, liag-s. ln 1658, wtro were thr ancestors of 

Inunerous fanllles of the nane 1n thls pountry.
It ls posslble that John LILLY was the father of George LILLI, but no
proof so far has been found. A tradltlon ls handed d.own through Boi!$Ell
Ll1lle; who was borrn at lethel, Vt. 1n 1?83, to the effect that; 'Uohn l

L1111e cane to Anerlca ln the I'iayf!.ower. [ ]ils name certalnly d.oee not ,

appear on the 1lst of passengers of that vesselfs flrst voyage ln 16201 ,

but 1t ls a nratter of hlstory that thls vessel rnqde several volrgges to
Amerlca later on brlnglng passengers hlther. Thls tradltlon seens to be , ,

an lndlcatlon that George of Readlng nay have been a son of John Lllly
of ',.iethersf leld,
copled fron ,'LILLr/LILLEr/LILLIE F'AI'IILY HISTORY" by Jul-lus Whltlng Lllly.
cLated 1930 and found ln the Los Angeles Rrbllc Llbrary vrho publlshed the
work as a report on ProJect 8121 conducted under the ausplces of the
Works Proqress Admlnlstratlon.


